battle has been fought and
strife for the division

SPEECH OF M=r. TURNEY,
OF TENNESSEE,
ON THE TERRITOKRIAL QUESTION.
Ix Sexate, Tuesvar, Manca 12, 1850,

The Senats having under consideration the H-npoffhe
President of the United States transmitting the Capstitation
of California— )

Mr. TURNEY. ‘The question involved in the resolutions
which are now under consideration presents a varisty of as-

Ever since the constitution under which we are

ving was framed, the principle upon which this Government
has been conducted is that of perfect equality among the
States composing the Federal Union. Without that equality
the constitation could never have been by the Con-

i framed, and if it had been adopted
vention by which it was of that Coavention, It never

jority of the members
bw,a;htlm u,bun ratifiel and approved by the tive
States, when acting each in its sovereign capacity. that
copstitution, sir, we find that there exists, for pur-
pose and for the of taxation, = property in the instito-
tion of slavery, e find that in 8 ng representa-
tion an eoumeration is made of that of the population,

and in apportioning direct taxation reference is had to the
iutilutinm slavery. Another provision of the constitution
declares that slaves shall be regarded us property, and the
enjoyment of that property is guarpntied by the constitution
of the United States to the owners and p::;primd_it._ I
bold, then, under these various provisions of the constitution
.of the United States, that slavery exists in all the States and
Territories of the United States, except in those States where
it is prohibited expressly by the State constitution or by State
sovereignty ; snd while [ am prepared to concede that this
Government has the power to prescribe a government and
laws for the Territories, CI am pru?:red 'tl? mininuin that b:
ernment prepared by Congress for a Territory must
:::purod mfe and in lgeordanoa with the constitution of the
United States, It is immaterial for my purpose to inquire as
to the source whence this power is derived, whether
under the treaty making power or from any other source,
or whether it be an expressed or implied power. Con-
certainly derives its power from the constitution,
and in forming s government for the Territories Con-
gress is bound to legislate in accordance with the provisions
of the constitution. If Congress be not bound to act in
accordance with the provisions of the constitution in forming
a government for the Territories, Congress might establishin
the Territories an order of nobility, an aristocracy, a mon-
archy. What is there to preventit’ If the constitution does
not control Congress in the formation of & Territorial Govern-
ment, what would prevent the establishing of any possible
form of gavernment that might ba conceived ! If Congress
is not bound by the constitation in giving government and
law to the Territories, but has an unlimited and unrestrained
power, then Congress in that view would have the power to
establish a monarchical government, and when a majorily
should deem itaxﬁienr. to perpetuate their power, they would
repeal the laws admitting the States in the Union and remand
the States into Territorial Governments, and thue, under
this nee of power and this mode of usurpation, they
would establish upon the ruins of this republic one gréat con-
solidated despotic form of government, by which all the
rights, immunities, and privileges secured by the constitution
would be under foot and lost to the people for ever.
Again, sir, if Congress is not bound by the constitution,
or, in other words, ifthe power to enact in a Territorial bill, or
incorporate in a Territorial Government the Wilmot proviso, in
violation of the constitution, exists in Congress, where, let
me ask, do you find protection for fugitive slaves which may
find their way into the Territories ? The provisien of the con-
stitution providing for the delivering up of fugitive slaves ap-
plies only as between the States, and not to the Territories.
Hence Congress, by passing a Territorial bill, with the Wilmot
proviso attached to exclude slavery from the Territory, does
in reality pass a law to abolish slavery, so far as those slaves
are concerned, who can escape into such Territory. The
moment they can cross the line, and get into the Territory to
which the proviso has been applied, they will be absolutely
free. The framers of the constitution contemplated no such
thing. On the contrary, the framers of the constitution in-
teaded to provide ample means of security for the enjoyment
of this kind of property. If, then, the framers of the consti-
tution bad believed that Congress would possess any such
power, if they bad not intended that Congress should possess
no power over the subject of slavery in the Territories, they
would have made an express provision that fugitive slaves es-
caping into the Territories should always be delivered up as
in the case of the States. But &o etl;-or, in my judgment,
consists in gentlemen supposing that the power to govern im-
plies a power to abolish or destroy vested rights under the
constitution of the country. I hold, sir, that under the con-
stitution of tne United States a man has a vested right in his
slaves, as his property ; that he has a legal title vested in him
under and by virtue of the constitution and laws of the coun-
try ; and that right can be carried into any portion of the
[?niled States where not prohibited by the local law ; and the
framers of the constitution never intended that Congress
should have power to exclude slavery from the Territories or
from the District in' which the General Government shall be
located, and for which Congress shall have power to legislate.
The power to govern, then, is a power to protect the citizen
in the enjoyment of his rights, in the enjoyment of his pro-
perty, in the enjoyment of his life, liberty, and pursuit of
happinese ; and it is not a power to sbolish or destroy vested
rights ; nor doea Congress possess any greater power to destroy
those rights in the Territories. Then, sir, in no state of the
case, where slavery exists, would the Legislatute of the State
have such power. I presume it will not be contended by any
one, that the States, whose constitutions recognise slavery,
can, by their Legislatures, destroy slavery. It muost be done
by convention of the people. It is beyond the control of the
legislative bodies of the country. Their action is entirely
impotent as regards the aonihilation of property of this
description. 4
There is another argument that 1 bave heard from some
gentlemen, who contend that, although Uongress does not
possess the power o enforce the Wilmot proviso or to exclude
slavery from the Territories, while they deny the power on
the part of C nd thus far I sgree with them—astill
they hold and maintain the doctrine that the people of the
Territory possess the power qf legislating for themsclves,

and that they have the power to legislate on the subject of

slavery and to exclude it from the Territory. This, sir, to
my mind, is a more absurd doctrine than to contend for the
power in Congress itself.

Sir, it is conferring on the people of the Territory a much
larger and greater power than is possessed by the State Gov-
emments or by the General Gavernment iteelf ; much larger
and greater power than is possessed by both State and Gene-
ral Governments combined. This Government cannot ex-
clude slavery fram the Territories ; neither can the State Gov-
ernment excludeit from the limits of the State, nor enforce any
law evading the provisions of the constitation in relation to fu-
gitive slaves. This Government can pass no law in violation
of the provisions of the constitution ; snd yet, sir, it is con-
tended by those gentlemen that the people of the Territories
have ample power over this subject ; that they may legislate
upan it; that they, of the constitution of the Uni-
ted States, which is extended over the Territories, can exclude
it. It is contended that a handful of people in a Territory
posaess the power of menumitting fugitive slaves who may
happen to get within the Territory. :

Assuming, then, the rhciplu of the constitution under
which we live, and which ere binding upon every citizen of
l.he' United Blma-, the question recurs to use, who is pro-
ducing all this ex¢itement and distarbance of the harmo:
and quiet of the blic 7 Who is it that is sible,
for the dangers which threaten the stability and integrity
of the Union itself ? Upon inquiring into the causes which
have produced the state of things which now surrounds us,
in the portion of the country of which 1 am the humble
representative we are not conscious of any wrong on the part
of the South, or that they have done any act, or applied to
Congress for the enactment of any lsw, which is pronounced
on the part of any of the citizens of the Northern States an

encroachment upon their constitutionsl rights, or as depriving
them of any privileges, or denying to them a perfect equality
with the States and people in the Siuthern section of the
Union. Nay, sir, on the other hand, whes we look around
and inquire into some of the causes of eomplaint which
now exist, there is no dissenting opinion ; all North
and South, with the exception, I beliave, af the Benator
from New York, (Mr. Sewann)—who denfes the exist-
ence of the constitution itself ; who repudiates at least all its
binding forco—al! agree that the North has failed to mtl.y'
with the requirements of the constitution ; nay, more, t
she has violated the constitution, to the prejadice and great in-
jury of the Southern States and the Soothern pecple io rela-
tion to the recovery of fugitive slaves. I maintain by argu-
mont that what is now sought to b# done in relation to the
Territories is a violation of the rights of the Southern people,
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n, sir, in point of 8t
the North has the ma

mong themselves against the South, the uniform
:ﬂlhlhaarqln;mtof“mhmhs law,

What, then, would t:uhlhhw -
into practical opers systemn of messures,
‘the entire Southern portion of the
which they believe to be constitotional, and
by the sacred instrument ; thus forei
derogatory to their honor, and in
citizens of the same great Confederacy
will be forced upon them ’ T answer
Upion. Such on the part
forth that ancient spirit which animated the
::'wlnﬁon.h:ntl the
around him, to resist oppression greater
than was offered to the old coloniesby the mother
sir, the Southern States would be found resisting
like true dnnemlanﬂ:i:f their md:i'nvy fathers
upon maintaining rights under
Ap:: who, Mr. President, would be
sequences’ What is the Union ?
holds it together ? It is, sir, the con
States ; and without that sacred instrument
no Union. Violate and le on
and you have broken the Union.
guarantied within the constitation, ;
right of property. For the South to submit
allowing themselves to be considered as inferior
majority who deprive them of their constitational
their liberties, and of their priviléges, is to say
prepared t) become the slaves: of one_ section of
who may usurp power over them. But they are not thus
prepared. The inevitable consequence Wi be resistance.
Resistance would be equivalent to a dissolution of the Union
and whether that diseolution is to take place or not, depends,
in my judgment, vpon the union of the Northern States
themselvem in their action upon the great and _nomentous
question now under consideration. Can that union be affect-
ed? Itis sometimes said that there is no alarming difficul-
ty ; that the South will not resist, but will submit to all
these outrages upon their rights constitutionally guarrantied !
It was said by the Senator from Maine, the other day, that
the South were not earnest in their declaratione; that the
Senators from Southern States labored here and elswhere for
objects and purposes manifestly at variance with the profes.
sions made in their speeches. He thus attributed to them
dishonorable motives, if not dishonest mctives. The Senator
from New York gave us an argument of precisely the same
haracter on y lay. Politicians of this character, Mr.
President, live upon this species of excitement, and not upon
any peculiar merit or moral worth. For years gone by, wuen
there was no danger ofa dissolution, excitemnentofthis character
was fostered by these fanatics in the Northern States ; and
this has been the course of the leading men of both the whig
and democratic parties there ; they have both been vieing with
each other to obtain the votes of the abolitionists at their sev-
eral elections. This was the case when there was no danger
of disturbance, when the cjuntry was quiet and easy ; and if
these gentlemen can mislead the minds of the people of the
North, if they can conceal the dangers of dissolution on ac-
count of their own acts, and if they can progress and carry
into practical operation the sermons which have been preached
by them for years past with a view of acquiring political pop-
ularity, why then the Union would really be in danger.

But we have also heard the arguments of Senators earnest-
ly desiring to effect a reasonable compromise. on this great
question. And these arguments have not underrated the im-
portance of the present crisis. No, sir. 'We have heard the
most distinguished and patriotic men of the nation—I am
proud to say trom both sections of the Union—who have
scorned to aitempt to acquire popularity by sny such means
asthis. They have been warmed up to a sense of the exist-
ing danger. And the distinguished Senator from Massachu-
getts but the other day showed that he bad become sensible
that the Union was, in point of fact, in danger, by reason of
the differences between the two sections; and, although he
disagreed from me as to what the constitutional guaranties,
are, yet, for the sake of the Union, for the sake of harmony,
and to perpetuate the liberties cf a republic achieved by our
forefathers, and sustained hitherto by his heart and hand, he
has acquiesced in a reasonable mode of adjusting the question.
Yes, sir, we find that there is patriotism in the North and
patriotism in the Soath. This patriotism of the North and of
the South will inevitably unite. Those gentlemen who con-
tend that there is no danger, and are desirous of keeping up
these fanatical feelings in the North, well know that there is
a large portion of patriotism in the North ; and the moment
that the people of the North discover that they are false pro-
phets, playing upon their eredulity, and governed by sh
and ambitious motives alune, not motives of patriotism, and
discover that the Urion isin point of fact in danger, they will
rally to the constitution ;.they will rally to the Union, casting
out from among them forever those politicians who bave thus
misled them. These politicians will fall. From the evidence
now befare me—from the tenor of the speech delivered by the
distinguished Senator from Massachusetts, and from the cha-
racter of the speeches of other eminent Senators—I am fully
of opinion that the North cannot entirely unite. If, however,
the South generally would unite for self-defence, for self-pre-
servation, then I would say thet.in eny event there was no
danger to be appiehended to the South. If the South could
be made to rally and to unite upon the great principle of self-
defence nod self-preservation, no matier if there were no con-
stitutional rights in jeopardy, there would be no fear. The
very fact of her presenting such a united front would at once
manifest to the entire North that disastrous consequences
would inevitably result from any attempts at oppression. And,
whenever that fact shall be demonstr ited to the North, I bave
an abiding confidence that will prove the effectunl settlement
of the question, and preserve the Ul ion, although it may be
at the sacrifice of certain politicians.

_But, Mr. President, unfortunately the South is not entire-
ly united, though I rejoice that they are very nearly so, and
I maintain a sirong hope that it will be entirely so whenever
the emergeacy for action shall arrive.  But they are not suf-
ficiently united 4t the present time to |;ul an end to all cavil,
and place the matter beyond doubt. would like to see un
unbroken phalanx—a unanimity of feeling among all the
Southern States, and a determined and-fixed resolution and
purpose to maintain their rights; for, if that purpose were
communicated, spoken, made pablic to all parts of the Union,
the danger might be discovered, and the patriotism of the
country of every section rallied to rescue the Union from de-
struction. I regret the want of entire unanimity among
the Southern States. I regret that there are some (though
very few, I am gratified to say) who concur in admiiting
the constitutional power of Congress to enforce the Wilmot
proviso, and who do not think it a cause of offence to the
South, although there is no equivalent made to the South
for it. This class of Southern men, in my judgment, do
more harm than all the fanatics of the North. Sir, you will
find that these gentlemen of the North are catching at the decla-
rations of this class of Sou hern men, and presenting them to
the Northern section of the country as an evidence of Sauthern
opinion, and that they would tamely and cowardly submit to
any system of legizlation which the North might think pro-
per to enforce upon them ; thes not only giving aid and com-
fort to the Northern fanatics, but, as it were, persuading them
to go on and continue to perpeluate and perpetrate their out-
rages on the rights of the South. The perpetration of these
outrages is, in my opinion, equivalent to a dissolution of the
Union ; it is either the dissolution of the Union, orit is the
degradation, disgrace, and ruin of the Southern people.
This class of population—I mean both the Southern men who
hold these doctrines, and the Northern fanatics, abolitioniste,
free soilers, Wilmot provisoists, and all of that kindred stamp
of Pupulnlicm—-_—l hold to be false to the Qur.mitutinn of the
Tnite] States. They are false to the Union. They are
false 1o the great mass of the American people. T will not
say they are false to themselves, for they msy desire the dis-
solution of the Union. :

It is eaid, again, by the Senator from Maine—1I d_o not use
his precise lauguage—that they had once in bis szction of the
country a class of populstion desirous of dissolving the Union ;
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recor(ed in the same of history with the members—I
suppose be alluded to them—of the proposed Nashville Con-
ven'ion, 1o sit in June next; and he attempted, as I infer, to
compare it to the Hartford Convention, held a number of
years ago for the purpose of taking sides with the British Go-
vernment, which was then engaged in & war with this Govern-
ment, thue going againet (heir own country. The avowed

of the (gnnnn:lm was to take sides with the British
ment, and, perhaps, to effect a secession from the
American Union. Sir, there in no such thing intended
in the Noashiville Convention. Has there any thing. been

and those who now enteriain that policy must expect to be | All the scanty treasury of

in and purport of the Nashville Convention’
the Bouthern members, in their address to the Southern
represenied the aggressions, real and proposed, of the
a Btates, and gave s statement of the :
to carry into operation. That
mw&mhm Bﬁu-, They have
meetings, and they have spoken out
bodies of Mississippi, and suggested P
a Southern Convention to sit at Nashville.
of dissolving the Union! No, sir. The man who
#, who insinuates such an ides, desires to make
believe a falsehood ; for he cannot believe it himself.
object of this Convention has been revealed : it is to
le for the purpose of mutual conciliation and advice,
settle on some plan of operation—of resistance to the
upon the rights secured to them by the constito-
the country. They do not meet for the yn;lx-nof
ving this and forming snother Confederacy. The far-
they would go at the conclusion of their deliberations,
be to submit s series of resolutions, or an address, o
Southern people; or frame a remonstrance lo present o
body, setling forth what would be the inevitable conse-
of certain acts threatened to be paseed by Congress.
10 destroy the merits of this Coavention by assert-
it is a Convention gotlen up for the purpose of dis-
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Union ; making the charge in the absence of all
ﬂi:&ilﬂed. sgainst proof, and where they
object of this Convention is to devise ways and
thie preservation of this Union—as was the object
Southern meeting in this chambsr some months

ve their constitutional rights, without which
for
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mdnuot heresy; they will rally un-
dor the flag of disunion, and with that party ; dnulhlm
power and disunion will rally under the flag of the abo!
ists—under Garrison and others who advocate the dissolution
of the Union.

We find, Mr. President, looking at the publications, the
pamphlets, and the reports issued from the Conventions held
by lgm various parties in the North, that they avow their ob-
ject, at least one grand object, to be that of disunion, and they
assign reasons consistent with their own honesty. say,
sir, that the Constitution of the United States authorizes sla-
very throughout the entire land. T'hey take the broad ground o
which I have aliuded, that, under the Constitution of the
United States, slavery exists every where in the States, and
that slavery is even in Massachuseits, under the clause in re-
lation to fugitive elaves. They eay they cannot co-operate
with any part of the work under this constitution ; they must
go outside of it, and behind it. They would overthrow it, put
it down and prostrate it ; weaken it, ruin it, and dissolve the
Union. Not like the Senator who yesterday argued that, al-
though it is constitutional, and llth::sh the Supreme Court has
recognised it to be constitutional, although he has taken a
solemn oath to support the constitution, yet, on account of a
higher law, which he has received somehow from God, he is
sbsolved from the obligations of his oath, to disregard the
constitution itself, cast it aside, and violate and break the bonds
which hold these States together. No, sir; he doesnot seem
to possess that sense of moral propriety, that sense of moral
responsibility to the Supreme Being that is possessed and ad-
vocated by Garrison and others of his political school. They
say they cannot work under the constitution, while the Sena-
tor can take the constitution, acknowledge its provisigns, and
acknowledge that he has taken a solemn oath to support it Lo
the letter, and yet he declares he is not bound by it.

Well, sir, in pursuing this question a little further, let us
examine and see how parties stand at the North, and of whom
they are composed. I have some few documents which I pro-
pose to read in relation to this subject. And, first of all, I
propose to read the constitution of this party, for they have, it
seeme, adopted one. I will send it o the Secretary, and ask
him to read it for me:

The SecneTany read from the Constitution of the Abali-
tion party, us follows :

¢ PrEaMBLE.—Whereas the Declaration of American Inde-
pendence asserts that it is a self-evident truth ** that all men
are created equal, and that they are endowed by their Creator
with eertuin inalienable rights ; that among these are life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness ;" whereas this
axiom is based upon the Holy Seriptures, which deelare that
God ** hath made of one blood all nations of men, to dwell onall
the face of the earth ;” and whereas nearly three millions of
the people of this country are held in slavery by their fellow-
countrymen ; and whereas the practice of buying and selling
human beings prevails l? al; l‘:_lrrni'nfl ':ix‘u'nt :ni n;:d :rhcnu
every man, irrespeetive of color, is enti o rights
on llr{e soil nl'hi:PI:irth and residence ; and wh‘:}'eu?bc ju-
dice against color which exists in this country is sinful in the
sight of God, and should be immediately repented of ; and
whereas no scheme of expatriation shou!d be countenanced by
any friend of man or God ; and whereas we owe it to the op-

ressed, to oppressors, to our country, to the world, and to

about the extinetion of slavery and the slave trade, we do
hereby agree, with a prayerful reliance on the Divine aid, to
form ourselves into & Society, to be governed by the following
Constitution :

“ Art. 1. The name of this Association shall be the Ameui-
caN AwD Fonkiey Axti-SLaveny Sociery,

“ Art. 2. The objects o&t:;ia Society shall be the entire ex-
tinetion of slavery and the slave trade, and equal security, pro-
tection, and improvement of the people of color,”

They have declared, we find by this constituti:n, that they
intend to abolish slavery throughout the entire nation, and
throughout the entire world. This Society is composed not
merely of Americans, but of Americans and foreigners, as I
shall be able to show before I have done; and it is the inter-
ference of foreign thrones, foreign crowned heads, in aiding
in the organization of a party which is to become the disunion
plr‘g in the Northern portions of the States.

e find there—what? They propose to abolish slavery,
and to place the slaves on an equality with the whites in the
States where they reside. They are to be confined to the
Southern States after they have been emancipated, snd slave-
ry shall have been abolished. They are to be placed on an
equality with the whites ; to be eligible to all the offices of the
country—eligible to seats in this chamber, to become the
judges, governors, members of Congress of the States. And
is it possible to suppose for a moment that the Southern peo-
le are 'o submit to such degradation and to such utter ruin ?

hiy, sir, they would be forced to abandon their county ;
they wonld be forced to give it up entirely to the black popu-
lation. First robbed of their property in slaves, they would
then be robbed of their homes, and foreed to flee ; for the two
races caanot harmoniously live together on a basis of equality.
This, sir, never could and never would be submitted to on the
part of the South. Bat, having read the constitution of this
party, I propose now to read a part of the proceedings of theix
Convention :
“ Resolved, That, while we would express our
gratitude to all those earnest men and wmer?‘:ho find m
antl st ,» amid their labors in behall of British reform, to
study, understand, and protest against American slavery, to
give us their sympathy and aid, by munificent contributions,
and by holding oor n up to the contempt of Europe, we
feel that it would not be invidious to mention Willium and
,MarIYI Howitt, Heury Vincent, and George Thompson, asthose
to whose untiring advoeacy our cause is especially indebted in
this country, as well as fur the hold it has gained on the hearts
of the British oox‘l.u.
“ Res That the diseriminating sense of justice, the
stendfast devotedness, the generous maunificence, the untiring
zeal, the industry, skill, taste, and genius with which British
abolitionists have vo-operated with us for the extinetion of
slavery, command our gratitude.” * ¢ o
«' From the abolitionists of England, Scotland, and Ireland
we have received renewed and increasing assurances and proofs
of their constant and enlightened zeal in behalf of the Ameri-
can slave. * * L 2ifts of all these countries, falling
behind none of the most bovunteous of former years, helped to
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“ Just ;t E!’Iil pgintd’ time, and wl‘:;n':ﬁin are in this
yosture, the Free-Soil party » W ims the support
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about all that & politieal ¥ intending to maintain good
fuith towards the eonuimg;nﬁ. should o?ér It proposes to
forbid the extension of slavery in the newly-stolen territories,
to atolish it wherever the constitution will permit, and to con-
fine it Lo its present constitutional and territorial limits, Time
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much, and when, for msi itig thus much, ti:ey were mob- |
bed and hunted, whipped and

oD, to do all that is rith and lawfully in our power to bring | PU

f

HiH

£
grile

g

hovor
Iﬂl‘tlll'_mrlpport uuh“_a th
p » for the purpose er, cven
l.l:lﬂlu, with the uumliuﬁlﬂq it, m taore with

the intention of breaking it.”

Now, sir, this connects itseif directly with foreign Govern-
ments, acd with foreign Powers ; and shows the alliance, not
that the movement is on the part of a portion of the Ameri-
can people alune, for the purpose of governing and control-
i United States, but that there is a co-opera-
tion of foreiguers with this class of people. In other words,
this class of people have become the mere instruments in the
hands of foreign Powers for the purpose of effecting—that
which they themselves could never effect—a dissolution of
this Union. Now, sir, in connexion with this matter, I

to read a statement made by the honorable Senator from

Carolins, (Mr, Carmovs,) snd I do it merely for the
purpose of showing still more elearly the connexion of this
party of abolitiouists with a foreign Puwer. It is as follows :

“ Now, sir, I come to Texus, P & Do n had
had more to do with the acquisition of Texas than mysell’;
and I aver that [ would hameen amony the very last indi-
vidaals in the United States to have mage any movement at
that time towards the aequisition of Texus ; and I go further
and sy, if I know myself, I was i of aequiring an
l.unlmz'. simply on the ground that it was to be alave hrri'-
tory. No, sir, 4 very different motive sctuated me. I koew
al & very early period that the British Government had given
encouragement to the abolitionists who were ted in
the World’s Convention. The question of abeli wes agi
tated in_that Convention ; and one gentleman stated that Mr.
Adams informed him that, if the British Government chose 1o
abolish sluvery in the United States, they must commence in
Tl‘x;:.s A mrnmoi‘u;e l“mmlthe i:.orlll'l w was sent
(to ecretary of State, It so happened thi .
tleman was present when the intercourse took plne':a,t&
Lord Aberdeen and that committee, and he gave him a full ae-
count of it shortly after that occurrence, stating that Lord
Aberdesn fell into the project to give encouragement to the
abolitionists.

Now, Mr. President, in this connexion, I propose toshow,
also, from their own declarations, how this party propose to
organize and effect their object of disunion. I will therefore
send a further portion of the proceedings of this society to the
chair tg be

* The day of prophecy is passed ; that of fulfilment is come.
For lgng years the abolitionists have been looking forward to
the state of things which is now beginning to develop itsell,
They have always known that the effect of their labors would
atlagt be seen in the disturbance of the political elements, and
the yeconstruetion of the political parties. They have seen
nﬂnld, for long time past, that there were no principles on
whjch parties could divide at this day,in this country, except-
in’ sla and anti-slavery, * * = *

A ic seutiment has been slowly and with difficulty
ereated by the operation of anti-slavery papers, meetings, and
Ienlumhuhieh reaches many who know not where the infla-
ences which they feel went forth, and which is now beginning
to be seen in Congress, in State Legislatures, and above all, in
the disorganization which is at work in the old political par-
ties, These are ﬂlinﬁl to make the hearts of abdolitionists re
{oim Itis not the end, but it is the inning of the end.

# & = = The party, yet to be, which is to be, which is
to do this work, will l‘;e technically a Northern, or free State
party. . Its object will be, by the action of the free States
alone, outside of the constitution, to free thems:lves and the
slaves from their guilty support of the system of slavery,
while seting under the constitution, - This party will agitate
within the States for the formation of a new confederation
of States that shall have no part nor lot in the support of sla-
very, and shall be free from its despotic sway. 1t will go for a
new copstitution, for a Union of freemen, free from the insidi-
ous element of tyranny, disguised in compromise. Its object
will be the foundation and edifying of a true republic, where
the people will choose their own magistrates, and make their
own laws, and not merely register the edicts ot a ruthless aris-
tocracy, deriving its hereditary and prescriptive privileges
from ownership in human beings.

‘¢ This will L a movement which ean be carried on in good
fuith and above board, and one in which all can unite who hate
slavery for the blacks und subserviency for themselves, We
believe fm.l multitudes are ready for this movement now,as
s00a as it takesa political shape. We are sure that the expe-
rienee of the Free-Soil party will show multitudes more, that
this is their only hope ifor a national existenceand Government
consistent with self-respect and their own rights.” :

Now it is ceitainly due to the honorable Senator from New
York to concede to him the position of leader of this party,
and in fact I think he has gene further than any other man
on this subject. He disregards the constitution, and labors to
accomplish his object in direet violation of it, to an extent
which is not avowed or assumed by any of his friends outside
of this hall. Here, sir, in oider that I may not be charged
with doing him injustice, I Im)pon to read a short extract
from one of his speeches. I asserted that he disregnrded the
binding force of the constitution, and considered it to be a
dead letter ; and what does he say in his speech ? I will read :

Extract {'mm a speech of Mr. Seward, of New York,

“ Wherein do the strength and security of slavery lie ! You
answer, that they lie in the Constitution of the United States,
and the constitution and laws of the slavehclding States. Not
atall. Itisin the erroneous sentiment of the American peo-
ple. Constitutions and laws can no more rise above the virtue
of the people than the limpid stream can rise above its native
spring. Inculcate the love of freedom and equal rights of man
under the paternalroof. See to it that they are taught in the
schools and in the churches, Reform your own eode. Ex-
tend a gordial welcome to the fugitive who lays his weary
limbs at your door, and defend him as you would your pater-
nal gods. Correct your own error, that slavery has any con-
stitutional guaranty, which may not be released and ought not
to berelinquished. Say to slavery, when it shows its bond
and demands the pound of fiesh, that if it draws one drop, its
life shall pay the lorfeit. . Inculeate that free States can main-
tain the rights of hospitality and humanity ; that Executive au-
thority cun forbear to favor slavery,*

It will be remembered, in this connexion, that the Senator
from New York. was once Governor of that State, and that,
while filling that station, & demand was made upon him for
the delivering u.f of a fugitive from justice, charged with
having sto'en a slave from Virginis, and he refused to deliver
him up upon the doctrine coutained in this speech—that there
could be no crime committed, no larceny perpetrated in
the stealing of aslave. He practised on the doctrine held
forth here ; and I suppose he is ready also to éarry out his
other principle, that if a fugitive slave comes to his country
rsued by his master, with the inlent of seizing him as his
slave, Lis' life should pay the forfeit, and the Senator would
be ready to follow him with a *“ riot” for the preservation of
the slave, even at the cost of the life of the owner. 'These,
sir, are the sentiments held by the Senator, and it is the sen-
timent of those who co-operate with England and other foreign
Powers in their design to pat down this Union. The Senator

ke of this Union—yes, sir, he professes to be fond of this

nion=to be a Upion man—and yet we see him avowing
his disregard of every obligation contained in the constitution
which creates this Union | Asking his people o disregard
and to viclate their solemn oaths to carry out their fanatical
Ex- and views, in the same breath he appeals to the
n

8ir, this cry of Union, this glorification a!} the l.‘;:lion. wl:u
for the e of mislesding his people. It would not do
for the g:mr to come forward and avow openly his ulti-
mate object, and his willingness to dissolve the Union ; for in
that caso the constituency who elected, and who were de-
osived and misled by him, would at once bave left him.
Doubtless there sre many who are friends and supporters of
his who would sbandon him the moment they ascertained he
was leading them to perfect the dissolution of the Union.

Sueh is the position of the Senator, and such are the cir-
cumstances under which he declares bis devotion o the
Union. In the course of this speech he goes on to insist that
Congress has the power to abolish slavery in the District of
Columbia. If they have power to sbolish it in the District, ss
I remarked before, they have power to abohsh it in the States,

But what would be the result of such abolition’ The
District would at once become the harbor for all the fugitive
elaves fiom Virginia and Maryland. The provision of the
constitution in relation o the rendition of fugitive slaves has
no in this District, sad 1he moment slavery is abol-
ished here, that moment does the fugitive slave from Virginia
and Marylund become free when he reaches bere.  Now who
believes the framers of this constitution intended any snch
thing? Whe will not be satisfied from this fact, that they
intended that under the constitution Congress should have no
power 1o abolish slavery in this Disirict, or to interfere at all
in regard 1o it, except to protect it here,
The Senator contends sleo that Congress may abolish sla-
very in the Territories. Why, sir, if they cando that, why
does he not oppose the admission of California until Cougress
has imposed a territorial government with the Wilmot proviso
upn them ?
The Benator assumed the doctrine in his speech yester-
‘day that the great question now under discussion wes tke
gradual abolition of slavery throughout the Union ; or the
uation of slavery or a dissolutionof the Union. Yes, sir,
and he advocates and declares that his objec: is to attain the
abolition of slavery by confining it 1o the States in which it is
now limited, and by permivingit to go nowhere else, and
thereby to enforce emancipation ; and, i this should fail, be
epoke of the sworl ing this great object. Now, |
propose (o read an extract from the Farewell Address of Wash-
ington, for I think he describes the Senator from New York
far better than I ewn, and I desire to do him full justice :
_ **ln contemplating the enuses which may disturb our Union,
it occurs as -:wﬁ seriuus n that any ground should

discriminations—Nurthern and Sout
ern—whence designing men may endeavor to excite & belief
that there is a real difference of loeal interests and views
One of the expedients of party to & ui:d Iu;ﬂumee within

ticular districts is to misrepresent nions and sims of
?"odau' districts, You eannot shield

forward to an extremity of this kind
nol to be enti out of sight,
al mischiefs of the spirit of party are
it the interest and duty of & wise people to
and restrain it,
“ It serves al 1o disteuct the pullic councils, and enfee-
ble the public administration. It the community with
ill- j es und tulse alarms ; kindles the animosity
of one part against another ; foments, occasionally, riot and
insurreetion, It opeus the door to foreign influence and cor-

.
LN
[ uence
of which we are warned by thi:’lsmh-. A":n:hlt renders it
more melancholy, is the fact that s man who was once the
President of the United States has made the first move, and
been the first candidate of that eectional party for the Presi-
dency. Yes, sir, no other man than Mr. Van Buren is now
fanning this flame, that is to dissolve this Union and rend its
bonds aseunder, in ordér to elevate himself into power. A
man who was once honored by the American pecple, and who
has filled the highest station in their gift, having been defeated
in his hopes of a second election, and of a third nomination,
because he was inimical to an im t national measure,
has united himeelf and his destinies with this party, governed
by British abolitionists, by crowned heads abroad, and by
avowed disunionists. He has placed himself at their head,
sir, in order to get into power by producing the destruction
and ruin of this pation. I hope every attempt
of every demagouge, every hollow-hearted and unprincipled
man, may meet the same fate that Martin Van Buren met at
the last Presidential election. But for the fact that we are
confederated, it would never be communicated to posterity
that he ever was a candidate in 1848. S8ir, he did not re-
ceive a single electoral vote, and I hope he did not receive a
majority in any county, or even of any precinctin the United
States. The fact, however, ought to be handed down to pos-
terity. This Martin Van Buren was the successor of Andrew
Jacksm in the Presidency, and stood by hie side when the
old chief read his farawell address to the American people, em-
bodying the sentimen’s contained in that of Washington, and
hypocritically pretended to approve of every word and every
eentiment it contained? 8o far as Martin Van Buren and his
followers are concerned, I have no regret at parting with
them ; but, on the contrary, I am glad that he has unmasked
himself to the American people in time for the Democracy
whom he has so vilely swindled to be able to communicate to
him before he leaves this world the opinion they entertain of
him now. For myeelf I take back every vote I have given for
him, and I hope God will forgive me and my country will
forgive me for every word I have ever u:tered in his praise and
in his defence.

I propose to read another extruct from the Address of Gen.
Washington, This suggests to me the fact that yesterday
morning the Ssnator from New York (Mr. Dwswmn} of-
fered s petition here praying Congress to have printed
a large number of copies of the Constitution of the United
States, together with Washington's Farewell Address, for dis-
tribution throughout the cuvuntry,
sible move on the part of his constituents, and, sir, I hope

the publication. To show, sir, with what importance Gen.
Washington regarded a strict adherence to the constitution,
I read the following from his Farewell Address :

in one instance may be the instrument of good, it is the cus-
tomary weapon by which free Governments are destroyed. ”

*¢ Let there be no change by usurpation, even though good
may result from it.” Yes, sir; and as such a usurpation
would I regard the admission of California, as well as every
other constitutional question involved in this debate.

Having gone through with Gen. Washington, [ propose to
read a few extracts now from Gen. Jackson, to show how
these distinguished men agree in opinior on this subject :

«« Appeals, too, are constantly made to sectional interests,
in order to influence the election of the Chief Magistrate, as if
it were desired that he should favor & particular quarter of the
country, instead of fulfilling the duties of his station with im-

rtial justice to-all ; and the possible dissolation of the Union
E:s st length become an ordinary and familiar subject of dis-
cussion. Has the warning voice of Washington flneen forgot-
ten ? or have designs already been formed to sever the Union ?
* s . * . * Moutual saspicion and re-
proaches may ia time create mutual hostility, and artful and
designing men will always be found who are ready to foment
these fatal divisions, and to inflame the natural jealousies of
different seetions of the country. The history of the world is
full of such examples, and especially republics, * *

Yes, sir, we find such designing men among us now—de-
signing men who are willing to take advantage of sectional
differences—and I am willing to extend the spplication of the
addrese to the Senator from New York, and all others of that
stamp of political character, whether known as free-soil men,
Wilmot proviso men, anti-slavery men, or anti-slavery ex-
teusion men. They all seek to use the power of the Govern-
ment to accomplish their private will, regardless of the con-
stitution and its obligatims. Nor am [ willing to concede to
them all the philanthropical feeling they profess to have on
the subject, for I think most of this thing st the present day is
politiesl, used by politicians for their own purposes, and that
it is not the deep-rooted sentiment of the Northern people.
Sir, the Narthern people love the Union, and although they
may not be the advocates of slavery, yet they are not prepared
to dissolve the Union in order to rid themselves of what may
be said to be a stain on their part in permitting ils existence in
another section of the Union. Far from it. But, sir, one
would judge from the position assumed by the Senator fiom
New York that he would consider Washington, if now alive,
as no fit associate for him, for he revered this constitution
which the Senator proposes to trample under foot. Orne
would suppose also that General Jackson, if he was now liv-
ing, would not be his equal either; yet he, although he had
nothing to do with the formation of the constitution, had
much to do in giving it a construction, and in maintaining
and supporting it with a view to perpetuate forever the
Union, and the blessings, privileges, rights, and guaran-
ties secured by the constitutisn itself.
distinguished patriots ever desired the perpetuation of any
Union founded in a usurpation of the constitution. They
abhorred it. They admonished those who were 10 come
alter them against it, and they advised them to cling to the
constitution as it is, and not commit a violation of it even
though a good might result from it. Bu, sir, I will proceed
to read another extract from the address of Gen. Jackson:

settled purpose of usurpation and oppression, on the part of
the Government, as would justify an appeal to arms, These,
however, are extreme cases, which we have no reason to ap-
prehend in a Government where power is in the hands of a
triotic people ; aund no eitizen who loves his country would, in
any case whatever, resort to forcible resistance, unless he
clearly saw that the time had come when a freeman should
prefer death to submission,”

Yes, sir, **as would justify an appesl to arms.” What is
he spesking of, but these sectionsl divisions and sectional
rights.

Now, sir, this very thing iz upon us whick Gen. Jackson
thought st that time never would come, because ns he thought
the pairietism of the people would condemn the politicians
who brought it about.  Yet I agree with him in his opinion.
I concur with him in sentiment even in relation to the people
of the North.  And, sir, that people, if not misled by demn-
gogues, by designiog, cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled
men, ss described by Geaeral Washington, who are secking
their own aggrandizement and are willing to siuk the country
for that aggrandizement—I say if the people are not misled
by them they will rally ; they do possess the patriotic feeling ;
they will rally around tke Uunion, and form a parly more po-

have been fiiruished for """"'ﬁ"'ﬂ;."m.:{ ﬁm::' tent and ‘powerful than the British abolition and Americas | out sacrificing the rights of any seciion of the Usnion.

disunion party of the United Siates of the North.

Mr. President, I will not occupy the time of the Senate in
reading further from this address, although I have mark- |
el other exiracts equally strong, pointing to this very'identical |

ves too muech | sulject, and looking to it es the rock upon which the ship of | menis.
shot, a price set ppon their ' against the jealousies aud heart-burnings which spring from ' Btate may be lost ; Lhis sectional question; and admonishing | favor it

I think it is a very sen-

Congress will carry out the ides, with a single addition, and
that is, to inclade the Farewell Address of Gen. Jackson in

““ But let there be no change by usurpation ; for though this

Neither of these |

1t is troe that cases may be imagined disclosing such & | of Siate to have it distine

end appealing to the Americal people not to suffer and per-
S |

against
snd unprincipled men as we see daily fanning flame of
discord. Yes, sir, we see them in this chamber as well as
out of it, n:dﬂn%ludhﬁilq to mmﬁduéh-dm!
party, around which they are 1o rally as a free Slate party,
for the purpase of accomplishing m parpose in violation of the
constitution, and which must, if persistad in, finally result in
u dissolution of the Unfon. I cannot forbesr to read here
another ahort extract (rom the address of Gen. Jackson, bear-
ing direclly on this subject :
“* Motives of philanthropy assigned i
raniable inltl'fuz::e jand m:: :n:: p--:'dct::::l::::s
for & moment that thz.m laboring i::z. cause of humanity,
and asserting the rights of the human race ; but every one,
sober refleetion will sce that nothing but mischief exn
ings and
in this of

come from these im r assaults upon the

of others. Rest , that men foand basy

diseord are not worthy of your confidence, and deserve your
st reprobation. .

“ !n the legislation of Congress, also, and in every measure
of the General Government, justice to every portion of the
United States should be faithfully observed, No free govern-
ment can stand without virtue in_the people, and a lolty spirit
of patriotism ; and il sordid feelings of mere selfishiness shall
uu?. the place which oa:ht to be filled by public spirit, the
legislation of Congréss will soon be converted] into a serumble
for personal and sectional advantages.”

Here, I think, this distinguished patriot has clearly stated

and pointed out what is now before us, as the work of am-
bitious, corrupt and unprincipled men, and, whether d:signed

or not, the only result of which can be, if carried into
operation, the dissolution and destruction of this country,

A few more words, Mr. President, and I have done, and
those will be in reference to the admission of California. [ am
opposed to it. I have been unable lo see sny power in the

constitution to admit California with the territory claimed, or
with any constitation whatever. There is no Government
existing there, and the only law they have is the law of the
sword and of military power. Attempts were made to give
laws to that people, seasion afler session, but they failed, and

the fault is to be ascribed to this party desirows of dissolving
the Union, and not to the South. I have to say, for one, that
T 'advocated and supported the measure known as the Clayton
comptomise bil', which transferred to the Court of
the United States the decision of the whole of this question,
now agitated and perplexed between the two sections of (he
Union. The Southern members aseented to it with but few
exceptions, and those especially who are now charged with a
design of disunion, sustai it; but we were told that
nothing would be received short of the Wilmot proviso.

Here, sir, was a proposilion to submit this matter to the
Sgpreme Court, and to leave them to decide, and if the South
had not the constitational rights we contend for, why, then,
it would be no disgrace or dishonor, that should cause resis-
tance if we were excluded from the Te The South,
under such circumstances, would not feel that their honor had
been wounded or their rights been usur " Bat, sir, this
measure was voted down, and voted down for the avowed
reason, on the of Northern men, that’the South would
then have the right to go there with their slaves as $
voted down on the ground that they should be denied their
constitutional rights. Well, a proposition for a compromise
on the Missouri line was then offered, and [ gave it my sup-
port, I thought it might compromise the question, and al-
though it did not give to” the South all to which it was enti-
tled, yet, as a similar question had been settled by it, T was
willing to make it the basis for the adjustment of nt
question. Yet it was voted down and defeated by Northern
men. 8o was the amendment offered by the Senator from
Wisconsin (Mr. Warken) to give laws to California. I
gave it, too, my support. In a word, I have voted for every
proposition, I believe, that has been before the Senate to give
a government and laws to the people of these Territories. 1
am therefure not obnoxious to the charge of desiring a disso-
lution of the Union. I have labored incessantly to accom-
plish a compromise and a settlement—an amicable one—of this
guunan. All have been voted down, however, and voted
awn,w?.:'ylhoha:;hqmnf‘okt:hpu this exclusion of
our people from t erritory. And now pro to
this exclusion on the groun?-thu aur.’bumr frilm bap:fn-.
fected by it, coming now us it does as a State, and not as a
Territorial Government with a Wilmot proviso.

Why, so far as th's soscalled cons itution is concerned, I do
not propose to examine it at all. I say that there is no State
formed—neither a Siate nor a le having a legitimate ex-
istence. Has the State of California a existence as
such i Where do you find it ?  Bir, it is the work of a dic-
tator. Gen. Riley issued his proclamation celling a Conven-
tion of the people of the Teritory—not of the whole territory
of California ; for, sir, he does not include in his proclamation
all this territory. He called a Convention for the purpose of
forming n State constitution and government for a portion of
California.  Gen. Riley was bound to state, before he could
convene a Convention, what are the boundaries designaled, in
order to know who it is that is to go to the polls and select
delegates ; and they must live within the boundariés thus de-
signated.  Gen. Riley must lay off districts for the election of
delegates to the Convention. Gen. Riley must prescribe the
qualifications of the voters. Gen. Riley must appoint the
judges of the election. Gen. Riley must make the law authariz-

ing those judges to be sworn, and declaring who must admin-
ister the oath. Gen. Riley must do every thing that belongs
to Cougress to do, and which alone could legitimately be done
by this Congress, and which did not vest either in Gen. Riley
or the President of the United States. 8o far as my argument
is concerned, it matters not whether Gen. Riley was acting
under the order of the President or not ; he had no power to
do these things. The people, when thus called upon to eon-
vene (o elect their delegates, had not the districts laid off, the
boundaries of the State lsid off, orthe qualifications of the
volers prescribed. They were ordored to do it, and it was not
& move on their They didit under the proclamation of
n military chieftain, who commanded them to do it. In obe-
dience to these orders, these military orders, they convened in
Convention and formed something that is called a constitution,
and sent it here. 8o far as they acted, it was revolutionary.
California either does or does not belong to the United States ;
if to the United States, then it is for the United States to pre-
scribe a government for her. It is for Congress to eay and to
desire them to hold a Convention and form a State Govern-
ment. [Itis for Congress to lay off the boundaries of the State,
to prescribe the districts, the qualifications of the voters, the
duties of the judges of the election, the ment of those
who shall castillegal votes—all these are devolved upon
the law-making power of the Government. We acknowledge
no power of that sort to reside in the people of the Territories
without the consent of Congress. ]

But there is another objection, and that is, that there is
something in the action of the Executive on this subject of
which I do not ove. In ihe letter of Mr. Clayton
giving Mr. King His instroclions, we are told that he
was possessed of the President's views. [ see that a let-
ter of Mr. King says that he had no private instructions,
and perhaps it may go further, aud say that he had no
instructions from the President at all, if they do not choose
to call them instructions. He was, however, apprized of the
President’s views in relation to this Teeritory, and those
views were secret. They were not put in writing, and per-
baps that is one of the reasons why they do mot assume the
character of instructions ; for | believe never has been
an instance in the histery of this Government where one of
its agents received secret instructions, or, in other words, oral
instruetions. I know that there may be secret instructions for
the time being, but they are subject to be called forth when-
ever the public neceéssitics demand, and they must be seen in
order to know the conduct of the public funclionaries. Here
is Mr. King possessed of the President’s views, and it is sug-
gested to him that be can counsel as to the mode of earryicg
out and sccomplishing those views, be instructions or
any thing else. Ido not profess to be iently familiar
with diplomatic matters to decide what are technically in-
structions and what are not, but here the views of the Presi-
dent are given orally to the agesv.t, and not committed to wri-
| ting, in relation to California, which he is desired to carry
.l into practical operation. 'What were those views of the Pre-
| sident of which Mr. King was apprized and was desired to
| carry into practical operation * I would know, if it were pos-
| sible,jwhat the President desired and so much wished, and

| which were communicatedto Mr, King in some way or other.
If they were not communicated as instructions they must have
been i1n an oral form, and if they were not in an oral form,
then we must say that the Secretary of State has lied. [ be-
| lieve that there was a secret understanding of this sort—in-
struciions or knowledge, as you choose, for I am not fumiliar
with the technical expression. Here was his knowledge of
| what the Precident desired, and he was told by the Secretary
tly undersiood that the meve wus
| made on the part of the people thewselves. Now, sir, fos
{ one, as it is the first time in the Listory of the Goverument, I
| believe, where secret snd hidden instructions or desires 0a
| the part of the Executive have been given an official, | would,
| for that reason, put down such conduct in future as highly
improper. I am willing to disregard whatever has been done
| in this matter, from the mere fact of ite having been secret
| and not put down on paper, ard being hidden from the world
| for all time to come. For the resson that there is the least
| suepicion of all not being right in this action, L, fur one, am
| disposed to reject it.
I will disregard whatover may have been done.  The fact
of its being secret, and not being oo paper, and being hidden
| from the world for all time to come, affords ground for sus-
| picion that all is not right, and for that reason |, for one, am
dispored to rej-ct.
Now, Mr. President, [ could not, therefure, wite for the
| admission of Califorais. It ie & mere trick and contrivance,
to avoid what 7 To avoid the Wilmot provise § a mere trick
| and contrivance to save the President from commitung him-
| self upon the Wilmot proviso. 1 do not know that | bleme
| them for avoid ng the question, provided they can do it with-
But
: in this evasiou I see that the rnghts [ 1he section liom which
! ¢ me are to be sacrificad in order to save him from the rx-
pressi- ni of _opinian, or from acting en thoss guestions which
shall be submitted in the formativn ol Temiorinl Govero-
Lem not, therefore, on that sccwmnt, dispeeed to
bot | am willing (0 meet it




